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THE PER CAPITA TAX.

TIm following is tb« annual report of the CommiMtonersof Emigration for (be year enuiog December11, 1874:.
The work of liie Buara Is proportioned am»nir the followinglanding committees appointed anuually by the

rrenaent
fioujl fhtnien Comun'tltee.C,enrve Starr (Oliairman>, Ed

munil stephennou. i;eori:> W. Quintard. Daniel Mauler,
Frederick SchacK and the Presid ,-ut

Warn'* iilunti commit*.Ldinund Ntepbennon (Chairman),George Starr, James Lynch, George J rorrest and
the freidduut.

ni'fir* (ommittf .Daniel Manler (Chairman*. Kdrannd
8t«uliru.>uii, licorye 1 Porreat, Frederick Si-hack, Oeorge
W. Quimardand the l'r-indent.
Tbe tu<ai number oi alien passenpers who Unded at

the port of >c* York during the \car 1874 was liU.0*l, a
fasMr number than came in tiny year since ISa2, and
12B17T !e*« han In the yea' 187*.
fcninber ot em^rauts in the state Emigrant
Retime and HuaiiUat. WnrcHe (aland, oa tile 1st

.January. 1871 1.717
amber admitted duniiK the year 4.74J

Hubb»r bora

Total...... 8,743 |( Umbei of emtgr*urs ndmitlud to and treated in
the temporary IhmpimI. CavUe Garden, during

tK74 1 .'W4
Kumber of emigrant* provided witn /ood and lodg
lag at Castle Pardon v .. 27,9fi0

i. ritj anm Hon> r« nioorn rl with
board anil lodging and money rebel in the city
at New York 2,382

knmlu'r ot male* provided with employment
tbroagti .hi- Castle Garden Labnr Iiureau 10,1-18

Kutnber "I teinalw C7GJ
Jfumber of both sexos proridod with employment
Oy aaeut at Albany MS

Do. at BuOalo IM

T, 17,590
Kntclsrr "t emigrants lor whom remittances were
received who were lorwarded to their destinatiouInland 973

Number ui emigrant* lorwarded to vari jus places
inland irom (.antic i unleu at tlie expense of the
Commission 142

Do. by agent at Albany 85
Do. by ajenlat Koehuator 18
Do. by agent ut HiitTao 57
J)ix bv agent ut .Suspension Bridge 34

Total 33«
>o mber of emigrants temporsnly supplied with

food, lodging and utber temporary relief by
Kent at Albany 1,876

Do. at Rochester lid
Do. at Buffalo 4w
Do at Duoktik 176

' Do. at Suspension Bridge 113

Total 2,753
Mvnibcr of emigrants chargenble to the Commissioneared .or in the St. veral counties ami cliantaUeinstitutions throughout the Mate 5,407
Sumber oi emigrants relumed to l.urope at their
own request and at the expense of the (.'ommission297

Da at the expense of the consignees ol the vessels
on which they came 257

Total 554
i Total number ot a ien emigrants landed at tho port of
New York during tho past live years who w<*re relieved,
forwardi d and provided with employment, Ac., duringtii year 1*74, 6b.4»\
The entire number of passengers from foreign ports

who landed »t the port of New Vorn In 1*74 was lSP.^JU.
of whom 144* iXl were aliens »nd t".75J were citizens or
person* who bait before landed at thin port.
The number ot those who landed at Castle Garden was

l«f.7IU
Of these, 130.420 were aliens 5,180 -.vera born in the

United States and 18.lft; had previously landed at New
York <>r other port* in tlie United S'at<-«.
Of the to.ai passenger* that lan led 188 175 came by 9'5

steamship* and l-<t® came bv 24<> tailing vessels.
Of the * he!:; number ot aliens who arrived 40,30.' were

fW>m the Herman f nndre. 7.4*7 from lreiati.1 If,077
from V tut'.aiiij 4,7*t9 irom Scotland. 3,74.5 trim Sweden.
6,(134 from Italy, .v447 from Norway 5,.<-l Irom the Aa<trianF.mLirc, UU ftom Krauce, l,S3.ri irom Hotlamt,
3,154 from UrnmarA, 2.296 from > wltzerlaud. 7,564 from
Russia. 3L'5 Irom Belginin, ill Irom W ales, 3.9 trom Luxembourg.307 Irom Wwt (ndi> s. 249 irom Spain. 174 from
FouLt-. An.crlc*. '63 irom Canada. 39 ir>m Australia, 17
from Atrun, :< from British Columbia. S4 from china, 43
from Hast Indie*. 27 Irom Oreeee. 77 trointhi- Isle of Man,
20 from lap-Hi, 7 lr»im Malta. 27 Irom Mexico, 61 ironi
Nov* >'cotia. 13 font New Brunswick, 4 rrom Now
Provident '- » from Portugal and 2* Irom Turkey.
Of til- al ell emigrants h2,i"7 were male adulu. 45,270

Were lemiilu adults un«l 32. 91 were children under
Twe'.ve rears of ape of boih ««*< « From the registered
entries winch hare been male of the intruded or
vowed destination of each pa<*enger Ian ie at Castle

Oardun the lollowlni is a juran aryKiftv-two thnusandlour hundred and lortyiour reported tlieir mtenoed
idestln* loll to be the State ol New YorK. 2:,6M went to
the Middle .-talcs,56,815 to the Western ant NorthwesternStal'-i and Territories, 12,237 »i-nt 'o the Eastern
ft) d 3..V/6 to the bo-.i.hcrii States and 2,152 went to
Cauad*.

railroad DEPARrvKiyr.
The three great lme« of communication with the Wen

and H< utl>.the Erie Railway, the New York Central
nd rlie Pennsylvania Central railroads.have agencies

ftt i 'astle Osrdcu.
1 he trnnsioriatl >n facilities lurnished are snch that

the emigrants are enaded on landing, aud without leavingthe protection of the Commission, to purchase tickets
to their destinations and hare tlieir baggigc checkcd
nit translen ed to the steamboat or railway depot

BaoKkRs' MONKY klCIIASGK.
In order to facilitate the transaction of the busings*

Of the emigrant and to protect Uim against fraud two
responsible Arms have been licenced io open brokers'
offices in the landing depot Their business is conductedunder the supervision ol the Commissioners, and
they are required to exchange the coin, bank notes and
kiLs of exchange of the emigrant at the current rates in
Wail street at the time ol' making the exchange.

LABOR bureau.
In the Labor Bureau employment was procured for

16,910 emigrants, ol wnom lit, ltd were maics and i».76i
ftmale *.
Or the former 2.028 were mechanics and B.0M were

agricultural and unskilled laborers.
Of the females K.49D were gene/al hodse serrants and

271 skilled workwomen.
The average monthly wages Willi board, was912 54

for males and (7 27 tor finales.
The 1-atVjr Bnreau is tree of charge to emigrants and

em plovers. For the loriner it procures empiovment at
reasonable compensation, while tor the latter it undertakesto supply all kinds of trilled mechanical and
^agricultural labor to any part of the United stales, the
patcf transportation to be defrayed by tke employers.

l.irOHIA MON BUREAU.
Through the agency or this bureau over thirteen per

eaftt of !»« paaxongers were delivered to their friends.
Of tills number there were l.lmi husbands who received
their wives and 153 wives who received their liu sbunds,
and t>M children received their parents; 17.334 persons
received their kln.lred of different degrees of relationshipThe total number of applicant* for advice ana informationregarding arriving Iriends was 20,157.

In this bnreau hoarding house keepers having license
to eater the landing depot to solicit lor their respective
oases make reports of the names of the emigrant*

halved in their House*. The number of emigrants lodzed
inhouxes kept by tierman. (Scandinavian. French and
Italian proprietor* during the year wa* Xt,279, and byIrish, Bngllah una scotch. 11,2*9.
Thflw r.oardiug house keepers are subject to careful

supervision and their house* troin time to time inspectedand every precaution taken to guard the emigrantagainst abu*.' ana in>uo«ltion.
VilP'l InUHIi Bl'ltBAIT.

This hnreao receive* all application* from omlcrant*
for aduuMion to the State emigrant institutions at ward *
Ta'and or lor ottier relief, and the records 01 arrival* are
kept at this office, which are examined to verifv the
riglit of ttie applicant to aid from the Commission.

If the examination prove* satisfactory the emigrants
re sent to thr Hospital or Relnge and cared tor at the
xpens* ot ti e Commission until employment ia lound

tor tl em, remittance* are received or they recover their
Bealih.
Attached to this Hurean are a resident phrsidan anl
surgenri wliii**- dutie* are to a**Ut the landing officers

in iiiopecting *11 emigrants « hen they first land, anil to
examine .til «ick und destitute applicant* for relief and
to vialt all such aa are resident* ot tho city.

TktiroBARV OR K«| HTIO.N HOSPITAL
at '"a-itle oardcii I hi* hospital. with a phvstelsn and
mir«» alwajs in attendHii> e receive* any emigrant
who may be ill on arrival or iiumediateiy aferward, or
who nay be brought to it sick from the city until rhey
Uti i'8 removed to the ciabiisbmenti nt Ward * isiand
The number ot Mrson* treated during the year tvas

1,806 Ihern were 21 btrtlis and £i eathi in the hospital.
STATU AUKSTS

The Board employ* agent* at Alhanv. Ctlc* Hvranime
ftu*pen*lon Bridge. Kudaio. Dunkirk and Homester.Tin ir duties are to m-et the ar.iving em grant train*,and to inquire into the treatment received iiv the emigrantstrmii th« railroad and it-, emjiW. . and' to give to
all emigrants apn ying to Uiein advice and ssutance
when nee ,el.
im .haia aaiiiitaiST RKPona asd HOsrtTAL, wasp'*

isi.akd.
The < oiiuniaeion hold a tract ol land of ibout lin
cre«'>n Ward's Inland whereon liave been erected

hospital* and otnwr building* capable >t accotniuodst.
lng 2,60" perron*.

i lie buildings consist of the Tcrplanck Hospital, re
ervedexcliisiV'Iv f,r nnn-eonlaglou* diseases and *tirgicnl< «*< «. Tlie revor hospitals, date I from tlie other

war t asylum tor ihe insane, retti.'o. barrack', nnrsery,
dispi n-arv. mrgic.il wards, Kliuol. gas house. residence*
Ot officers, churches, workshops. Ac
Tnc building* n tl.e is.mi have been erected at
anon* periods since tlie establishment ol the t'ommttsimi.ami are now compete, hut many ol the onler structure*need "M.i'iisive iei>air«. There nave been cared

form the In*'itutioni ot the < ommission on Ward's
island during the year emigrant-, a* follows .
Number id inmate* In the institution Unuarj I,

l»7«. 1.T17
Htimber admitted during the yoar 4.742
JNuiu'er (1 b rtli* "KH

Tntal number cared for and treated 6,7*4
Number dlseliargel during the year S,tSM
K umber of deiitns 212
Vumi i r of emigrant* remaining at institution,
December 31.I.irt l.ffl't

Total
""

*746
ffnniber of (lay* pntlents remained In hesrrital.. 141,719
Sumber ol days destitute a.u.gran:* remained la
Keluga. M.9J7
Total 214,674
Tlie ptt/stetan m charge of »h« A*vlnm for the Insane

r»t)or»s inmere weru trea'ed dunn* tlie year In tho
«\ .urn. Including 167 remaining on tlia Ut ot lanaary.
Jl. i aUcnta. HI this number 1M ware femaiea anil
lrt»; males, ily were discharged cured or Improved, Jl
wera tr*nslerred to the trt: oI the Co ninisstoiieri of
I'ii. Uo liariuo* and ''orreoi on *nd 19 lied hero were
g (onvniescaiit patb iits roiurncd lo tholr homi* ia Im
roiiv at tlie uspauM) ol Uiv Uofrimiaiiou.

NEW TURK

ber admitted to tfce iMtftetoon dartBg the mr 4,085
were aduhs, 8U# were ohlidrea bttWMl UM ages 01 uH
tut) twelve /ear* end 178 were toman.

Hi riot economy hu be*a Mereiwl In the pnrehase
and distribution of suoulU* to the inmate*, and the
Utxtr ot tho*e of the emiaran's able to work ha* been
utiilaed a* lar a* possible But tew able bodied emigrantswere, however, allowed to remain lor any length
ot time in the Institution, a* employment wan sought
and procured for them tnrough the Labor Bureau at
1 >3tie Harden.

Tlio imeriuent of emigrant* dying in the Ward'*
Islaud >- in i*r ra it t Institution w.th the city pauper dend
at Il.irl'a In auJ lias lor some time past given uiuchdis.-atni:ictioti,atld. the cost having increased, the Board
deu-ruiined to eet apart a plot of ground ou Ward'*
Uland tor till* purpose.

In July ,a»; a plot waa *e ected, about two acres In ex*
tent, removed from the buildings. on the island. and a
permit to Inter Ingram waa obtained from the Board ot
Health.

In this cemetery are Interred all emigrants dying in
the state emigrant Institution*, on the island or at the
emigrant landing det>ot. Castle Uardon, except such a*
are olaiuied by tbeir trlend* aud removed elsewhere for
burial.
The Commissioner* renew Ihelr recommendation to

the legislature that the title to sui'h ot the water front
01 the Ward's I>laud property as is not now held by
thorn be obtained. The title to this nurrow belt ot land
is held by ceveral persons, some ot whom sre minor
heirs and others ot whom are scattered, and it Is of
great importance to the State that the title should be
secured t>y th Coinniiasioiier*. They, therefore, ask
aiwh Ihui<«lAfifkn w.11 ihtsm to HCQUirO iL

FINANCIAL RETORT.
On the l«t ot January, Itrft, th» indebtedness or th*

Commission wu $uti,uuu. iiuring the first moiitns ot last
>> inter a large number of nick and destitute emigrants
were receiving aid tioin the Commission, aud to providelor their car* and support the CoinmUMioncr* were
obliged to apply to the Goveruor. Comptroller and Attorneyti on era! for permission, aa required bylaw, to
borrow inonoy on mortgage ot the property at Ward's
Island.
Permission to borrow $100,1100 w ss given. and till* gum

watt obtained Irom the i-quitnhlu I-ile Assurance Society
aud was applied to the uses named As a consequence
ot the d' cruaseu emigration, the Income of the Commissionproportionately diminished and for tha past
year tho H >ard has had » con-uiiit s'ruirgla with inadequatemeans and financial difficulties, and, as a re
suit the otticleuey of the departmeut ha* in part been
limited.
The following abstract statement or tho revenue and

expenditure* will show the sources nnd amount ot the
income ot the Commission and the amount of Ike disbursementsduring the vear 1874Ihe several items of the account, more minutely
stated, will be lound in detail In the Treasurer's report
appenJed hereto *.

Bcatrrs.
Amount of commutation money received »»m
the consignees "t vessels lor llOSSi aliens ftlO,M4

Kecei veil lor nenaltle- lor deaths at sea. 330
Kcceivcd Irom superintendent of ward's Island
for »ale ot material and Miudnes S.S09

Reoelvod lor sale of material at Castle Harden... 161
Received irom emigrants. being amount returned
bv ihem lor advances made tor th^ir transportationin ttie in ti-rior and to Kurope 2,786

Received fro ii sundrr i>ersons for support of illegitimatecnlldren. abandonments. 4c , 3,837
Received from »ttte agents, rent of offices sub-let 233
Received tVoiu the Emigrant Industrial tiavings
Bank, inmates' funds and interest 10,340

Received from State charitable Institutions tor
board ot inmates refunded 10

Received from unclaimed emigrant rem ttances. 18
Received from Inmate* of Ward's Island, funds on
deposit -1,823

Received ftoin employ, s tor uniform account.... 833
Received from the hqnttsble Idfe Assurance Societyloan on bond and mortgage 100,090
Total fSM.OU

disburskxints.
Paid over draft January I. 1874. $>,401
ran) on contract and hills lor new Asylum tor
the Insane, at Ward's Island 10,119 1

Paid lor pnpplies. salaries and expenses, at
Ward's Island 17*818 jPaid expenses, salaries and repairs at Castle Oarden.. 8*458

Paid tor forwarding emigrants inland and to
Kuropc .... 7,573

Paid lor tood and temporary relief for emigrants
at Castle OarJuu 3,713

Paid tor support of illegitimate children and
abandonment casos 2.737

>':ud -tate agents' salaries and expenses 3,281
i'aid for interest on loans 6,j®j
Paid tor insurance at Ward's Uland and Ca tie
O.irden 1773

Paid inmates ot Ward's Is and. tuiu.s deposited.. 1,311
ca*h balance, December 31, 1»74 5,722

Total $331,011
Tlie Comiulairtonws are directed bv law to reimburse

"as tar a* maybe" out of the commutation fund, the
several counties cities and town* of the Mate, for iho
expenses tner may incur under the Poor laws, tor the
supp .r: of emigrants. chargeable to the Commission
under this law tho Commissioners have paid to the

counties Ac., since tho year 1847, the sunt of $1,411,474
fills have bei-u rendered by the Superintendents of

P.Kir ol the several counties, cities auJ towns and by
oftVTt. oi chari'able institutions within (lie State lor
the care and support ol emigrants lrom May I, 1873, to
December 1. 187», aslollows:.
Albaut county M.M8
Allegany comity 70
Broome' county -54
Buflalo city I.SlI
Cha aiiqua couuty 2,879
Cavuga cuuntv 112 I
Delaware county 16 i
Kric county 550 j
Kin** county 3,310 !
Lewis county.. ......346
Monroe county 6,816
w York county 23.185

Newburg city 80
Oneida countv 335
Onondaga county 1,111
Oswegocounty ... 81
Ontario county 151
Poiixhket-pwe city 634
Oueens county 1,030
Bens-elaer couiuv M71
Heneueetadr county 'id
SU-ubi u county 265
Tioga countv 21
L'lstei county 3D
L'tieaciiy 138
Westchester county 1.881
Buffalo Hospital 2,044
Butlalo lifUli in Hospital 2,119
st. Vlncen 's female Orphan Aayluin..... 29-'
Buffalo ueneral Ho*| ital "

710
'Irov Hospital. I rov 3.431
St. Mary's Hospital. Koehegter - 3,605
Pt. Mary's orphan Boys' Asylum, Koehester lUt
Ht. Patrick s orphan .;irls Asylum. Rochester..... 190
Rochester City Hi.spltal S,Oi 1
fct. John's Orphan Asyl m. liica. 626
W. Peter's ll»»-pii« 1. Mi-.olUvn 3.0.9 jft. Vincent s Orphan Asylum, Syracuse .'.id
Troy orphan Asylum, Troy 101) ;
fct. Frances Hospital, New Vm k city S 152
St. Joseph's Hospital, syracu-e ! *)
Providence Lunatic Asylum, HulTao J26
Home 01 the friendless, Koche.tter 32
Albany Hospital 56

Total (71.900
These claim-are «ti.l unpaid and (Ue Board have no

hopes ol being able to pay them out ol the Commutation
lund.
The Indebtedness ol the Commiwlon on the 31ft day of

December. 1*74. wis as follows
Due Kauitablu Life Assurance Society, amount of

loan $100,000
Due Counties and Institutions for support ol emigrantsto December 1, 1*74 as per statement 71,500Due same to December 31. estimated, bills not receivedS.4P9Due lor coal tarnished at Ward's Island 4,!4lDue for supplies at Ward's Island 1,448
Due for supplies at asile Garden 110
Due for repuirs at Castle Harden 1.984
I Hie for rent 01 r.ist.c Harden to De-ember SI. . 20,000
Due on Emigrant lund account. 13.943

,
-

u » , »«$!mLeu cash balance 5,7^3
Total 2»l,l<>5The Board alter having used the strictest economy In

their eipenditures. an aiter rediii'ini{ tneir staff ol employeeto a number ron-istcnt with a nroptr perform
anee ot tie duties renuiiite in th« protection, landing
and care ol the emigrants, still linds tna tne commti aHonlee ot $1 50 per capita is insiitnc-i'-nt to meet the currentexpenses directed by he Legislature to be made bythe <'omimswon for the Miiiuort 01 such emigrants as be
comc destitute or disnb.ed within t e period ol Ave
year* ntier their arrival in this .>ta!c. and It 1» r'commendedthai the commutation lee be increa*«d to %lWhile ar im rekse of the commutation ice woUiil in the
future Con.iuue the uvlulnct* ol the Commission, It is
retpccllully asked that an appropriation ot S3 0 00') be
made by the e-.'i.slature to relieve the Board irom Its
(.resent financial embarrassment*
One hun jit tiviusan dollars of (hit mm to be u*ed

In pa ving off the loan obtained or the f.qoitahle Life Ataurauceaocietr, which is a lien on the Ward's Island
property. Mnetr-flve thousand dollars for the payment
o* the claims of tnr several counties »n<! institutions of
the Mate and of the clt> ot New Vork. The remainder
to be used in paving (be atnounta due l.y the i'ommlsatonerstor repairs, supplies, Ac., and lor supportingemigrant*during the present winter month*
on be ha 11 ot this application it is submitted (hat no

pecuniar? aid ha* been given by the State to the Commissionsince itf establishment in 1847, and lhat the
mate ha* been relieved of all expense lor the support of
aliens who became sick or destitute lor lire year* alter
their landing.
The c ommissioner* have alao, from the funda contributedbv the emigrant*, purchased the lands at Ward!*

Island, and erected, at a oai ot more than a million ot
dollars, the 'tate emigrant institutions thereon; ail be-
iiw neld by the Oommlaaion In trust for the rtlate.
The i'omruiMioneri of immigration lurtlier lalm that

the State it justly Indelced to the Coinmitaion in the sum
ot $IT». -W .« for mone rt received from emigrants but
diverted to the uaes ol the state. The particulars ol tin*
claim «re a* lollowa:.
The Vorlne urapitai and the Ckraranttne ground* at

HtHten I.'land were, until the year 1413 under the.charge
ot the i uminiiMloneri ot h migration By the act of the
»tti of April, i"JUS, a QuarMtine Board was established,
and the Couiinisaioners of Emigration were ilirected to
transfer to tlie State all tlie right, title and interest
which tliey had In the real estate on ^ten Island. I hit
property wa* subject to a mortgage ol fiuO.'Mi, covering
the former Mariue Hospital land, together with tlie
propertv held by the Culmination hi Ward'* Island. The
ilcbt wa'» contracted at various time* between the years
1 SMI and 1*» and the mortgage wiu given with the con
s-nt ot tie tlovernor, Comptroller and Attorney lien
cial. as required iiy law ihe lo.in w»« obtained up<>n
tlx' credit ol the enlmatcd value ol the Quarantine
property.

ihe legislature. In the years 1W«, is»>7 and 1W8. »r.
knowledgcd toe fact tti.ai the raised on uiortgait
was nearly »M required and us»-U for caring tor eiti%>-iit
of the United "tale* la tlie Marine Hospital, and con.sei|ii«ntu the -late astumed the payment ol f lAO.OOU, being
tne three tourtha »f tfie alnoitiu to rai^d on mortgage,
lo t>e paid out ol tlie proct Is ot tne tale ol tiic Quaran
tine grounds

ihe last act authnrlting thr tain and the di*pos|:ion <4
the proceeds was passed in Ian*, but the terms under
whtclt the sale was dire<'le to tie made did not require
payment by tn« purchaser tor three year* thereafter,
and the Commissioners ot Emigration were required and
directed to tUrmsh Alio provide out ot the fund* in
their nandt« toward Hie payment of said mortin-eof fafliittl, tlie turn ot $«»(*»», tnat sum being
deemed ihe tair propor ion thereof waich should be paid
bv them. That sum they paid on June l, 1*71.

<>n the Itt ot miitember, I8M, the Marine Hospital
buildings were fired by a mob and entirely destroyedfrom that dat« the connection of the Commissioner! of
(migration witii said hospital practically ceaaefl. Althoughtin- Commission hat re«>'lved nn benellt irom the
lantlt at .-taten Island tinea l>#n It hat been obliged to
pay In cath during tne eleven yeart tut ceding the in>iithA wliiili' %H)'t iftto nt whirh ftiftii iik. >(»!.»

Inrurrad In support ol the Murine lio-nmal nnd acknowl
f'lK'il »« «uch by the l««(rlala!ure.
hctoiuineuiaii nt u the I fulmar* ot l<M of rba in^

Jor Ice ol thl* diverJon ol th- emigrant (Wirt from tha
pu p«w tor winch the tat* aligned it resulted in tha
appointment of a coiiurir<li>n cormiUliiK ol the LicuU'riantGovernor, ilie Coirpiroll'r ami Hie Altorner centralof the 'late, to inveatirfaie the validity ol '!» claim.
1 lie offlcera coinr>rl*ing the special comuikaaioii failed,
however, to mace any report
Tha onimtoalonera ut Kuiictatlofi aino ralaed by loan

on tlie property at -cguln'-» Point, |>iir--linM«<l bv the
(vnarauline Commiaelotier*. tnc turn ol which
tlicy paid to tbo aaid oinuii.«uon<ira tor tlie u«a ol the
Quarantine

I fiU mortgage waa fore<loaed. and. to protect the In
tereita ut the ntAlep tfi" C'oruinieMon w»« compelled lo
buy In tlie prapertv ni .t coat of *8. > f>. It i* ilao claimed

t that tliui aiuount ma Uiu Intercut »«J au Urn Uioi'UaK«

HERALD, SATURDAY. JA1
of Mid 91,rn la dm to the Comsalsslon. Th* amoaot of
the whole claim U m follows:.
Claim f*r interest on flW.ouo (of tne mortgage
MW.UOO' from Jinurr 1)1 I860. to Jam 1. l37T.$lM,M

Claim fbr interest on loon of 97 MM on Horaino't
Point property troin July Si, i» .0, to Jane 1,1471 7.051

Claim lor amoant paid at foreclosure sale of
Sagulno's Point property, being tor principal
nam (>7,900) and expenses ot foreclosure and
sale aaoo

Total ...........»I78,393
There ars at present a large nomber of emigrants

eared for by the Commission, and although the number
of alisns wno were landed at the port during the year
was leas than lor many roars previous, yet the rt.4W.nor
entitled to reliet at the hands ol the Hoard w-»n targe.
b*>ng ttioM who came during the past lire rvars, and
numbering the 1st of January, 1871, l,26u. 197 person*
The in :ebtodn«tui of the Hoard has been stated, ana

the Commission U now entirely dependeut upon the Incomederived trom the commutation tee, which during ,

the coming three month* will, it Is estimated, not '

amodut to more tlian JS.iWO per month, while the necessaryexnendiiurc-s in cnrl'iir tor the cxiiirranN at Castle
Garden and Ward's Island will uot bo less than $2.\UJ0
per monib.
The necessity of timely pecon'ary aid la therefore respectfullyurged upon the Legislature. Pnles< ilitt aid

asked tor Is received tho Commissioners win b* unable
to provide lor the destitute emigrant*committed to their (
oare, wlioni the Stat* lias removed beyond ilie sphere
ot Individual or other public charity, and toward whom
It assumes tho place of guardian and protector.
The C»inmi«uon is in na nature a great Suite charity.

anil should bo sustained. and al< reasonable expendl- <
tu res to that end are Justified by every consideration or
humanity.

Iii conclusion, the Commissioners beg leave to remind
the members of the Legislature oi the great benefits that
have accrued to tue Mate and city of New York 111 the
care and protection given by the Commission to the emigrantslanding at this port and who have added tu the
.state so much of its wealth and prosperity. .

The Board have to make mention, with regret, of tin *

death, on the 30 h of November last, ot the Hon. William j
r. Uuveiiieyer, a member ot the Board ear n/». io and its
first President »

In the confidence of having administered the trust ficonfided to them conscientiously and to the best ot their
ability, and reierring lo vour honorable body the que* t
tlon of providing funds for carrying on the woi k of the
Commission, your subscribers respectfully submit tho 1

foregoing report.
.r.HKT a HURLBPT.
qkorow staRit, r
DAN'lhL MAITJKK.
OKOitUB J. KOKRBST. 11

MJ.MUND 8TKPHLNS0N. C
J A M ICS LYNCH. .

PKKOKBIC SCIlACK. 1
GKOHUK W. yl lNTARD j

TJie undersigned concurs in all the foregoing report,
except that which relers to ihe appropriation oi SSiwyxj
from ihc Stale lund for the benutit of the oniinUsion, gbelieving, as 1 do. tnat if the law is fully carried out in
All cases where bonds are hied by the stoauixhip linos
tor immigrant passengers who come upon our shores
and who are unable lo earn a living. and with the increaseof the commutation fee from $1 AO to 82. If granted
by the Legislature tho meant will be ample to supply r
fully tho wants ol tho Commission.

kDMVNDSTEPliENSON. t

THE COMMISSIONERS OF CHARITIES. *

PBXPAXATIONS FOB ACTIVE WOBE-- ^PROBABILITY
OF OFFICIAL HEADS DBOPPINO INTO THE J
BASKET.BIDS FOB SUPPLIES TO BE OPENED |
TO PUBLIC COMPETITION ON WEDNESDAY NEXT. I

Notwithstanding thai President Bailey ana Com- j
missloner Brennan bare been in office out a few
weeks they bare been actively engaged In etuuy- <

inx the routine or work and considering snch re- '

forms as may be suggested io their minds. As <
yet they have made no material changes, either 1
in the management of the institutions under their j
control or In the personnel of the euip?oy&>, i
although rumors are rife of some sweeping
Changes anon to be made. Tho Board of Apportionmenthas reduced the annual appropriation
bv (40,000, and the Commissioners are per; lexed
to decide in what way to meet the reduction ex-
cept by discharging some 01 the employes uud the
pruning or the salaries of others The clamor lor
portions by the lrienas or politicians is very great,
yet the Board are unable to provide tor the needy
ones, and nenoe nave Incurred the displeasure or
some or the "heavy men'' who stand behind the
applicants and think that they are strong enough
to pusu their friends Into fat positions. The
chances for tnem are very slim, indeed, ns it is
understood that the Board are indisposed to discourseexperienced servants who are backed by
Influence to make places lor Inexperienced ones
with no stronger political influence behind them.
Tne Board have advertised tor proposals for a
year's supplies of groceries, dry goods, clothing,
hardware, fuei, Ac., and hope by letting contracts
out to pnouc competition to economize so as to
overcome tne $4«,ooj reduction. Bids for supplyingthe deoartments will be opened at the oltice,
corner ol Third avenue and Eleventh street, at
ten o'clock A. M. next Wednesday. >

,

THE SCHOOLSHIP MERCURY,

This vessel, which the reader is doubtless aware
fat tk trointnrr ahfn fnr th« hrivft undpr tliA rfliv i.f

the Commissioners or Charities and Correction,
will leave litis pot t this morning for a cruise in the
West males. She will not likely return to this
port until the 1st oi May. The officers are:.Captain,F. F. Gregory; Executive Officer, W. F.
Tratt; hecond Officer. George W. i'r.itt; Third
Officer, Charles E. Davis; Instructor, John C. Jonnson.She haa tn addition as a. rew eight seamen.a steward and carpenter. About 250 boys
constitute the school, and in no instance, it is
claimed is a boy taken to sea against ills wishes.
The Commissioners experience some annoyance
owing to tne failure or the Hoard ol Apportionmentto set apari any lun is (or the maintenance
ol the scnoolship; but It has been fouuu so beneficialto the boys that the Hoard have resolved to
continue the ocean cruises and economise in other
departments. About $12,000 only are cousumed
tn salaries oi officers and wages of seameo.

MUNICIPAL NOTE&

Yesterday was sncli a dull day In the City Hall
that the politicians had to fall back upon the
pastime ot manufacturing rumors to Idle the
hours away. One or these rumors was to the
effect that Mr. Van Nort had sent his resignation
to the Mayor and anotner was that the Major had
removed the Jfirt Commissioners. There was no
foundation ror either.
The answer to the charges mads agaln»t him by

the waterman, uager, have been placcd in the
hanas of the Mayor by Commissioner Van Nort.
The answer shows that Gagcr took his case Into
the courts and was deieated on the merls.
There was a large number of callers upon ttio

Mavor yesterday, among tnem several officeseekers.Ol course the latter all went away satisfiedthat between now and the centennial anniversarysomething might turn up to benettt them.
A room is to be fitted up in the Hall lor tne use

or the reponers. The question as to whether the
room win be in tne cupola, immediately under tne
Btatue of tne Goddess oi Justice, or next door to
the Mayor's quarters, has tnus ;ar agitated the
minds of the powers that be. It will be ready
some time In the summer.
Two or three of the city marsha's are to ne InITited to step down and out oi official life. Tnero

Is great consternation In marshaluoin in consequence,as < ach one oi them nas an idea somehow
tDat he is one oi the umortnnates.
Alderman Rellly's ordinance giving tin Mayor

the appointment or the maishal lor the collection
of arrears lor taxes creates considerable talk
among the politicians. The present incumbent
does not reiish the outlook, altnough his irlends
say they can knock the ordinance Into a cocked
hat.

i be school teachers are jubilant over the amendmentto the non-resident ordinance adopted by
the Aldermen on TnuisJay, and several or tbem
came to the hall yesterday to And out if the news
was really true.

THE FERRYBOAT COLLISION.

The inresticatlon by the United Sta'es inspectors
Into the eause of the recent collision betwoea the
Alaska, or the Roosevelt street rerry line, and the
cattle boat C«lden, by which two men were killed,
was closed at the office of the inspectors in Pine
street yesterday. The only wlincss examined
was Jotn Weeness, deck hand or the Alassa, who
testified that he was the lookout on the hurricane
deck in the >og. Alter he took his position, and
the Alaska was beaded np the Kooseveit street
slip the pilot rang one bell and wtiisued at intervalsol every hair minute. The Alaska k»pt clos*
to the New York shore. When opp mite pi»r 45
or 4# witness signted an object througn the fog,
and called to the pilot that there was something
right ahead. Tne pilot rang three bells to stop
and bsck, threw neim hard to starboard and Mew
two whistles. When he first sjw the Colden she
was from three to four lengths ahead, and witness
could, on Leaving the slip, see only aoout 4 0 or
GOO leet into lie log. wuich was very dense. Tne
decision In the case will not be rendered lor some
days, as Mr. Ix>w. the supervisor/ Inspector, is
absent in Washington.

ALLEGED HOMICIDE.

l^'ormaiion wm receiven at me uoioner^' nm--*

yesterday morning, thai Jobn McMauon, h man
flfty-slx yearn of ago and a native of Ireland, bad
died late the night previous ander suspicious circums'.ances.It appear* that at hail-past eleven
P. M. d«cea-e<1 wm pnt out of tb« liquor store or
Tlmotny i;nin», No. mo Went street, and it U anapectedt ia Hum* either knocked him down or else
he ien on the sidewalk and vai Jaiaily injured, as
d' atb ensued while ne win )>eing carried up the
stairs leaning to his residence.
Tne police trusted Burns and detained him to

await the re«uit of an investigation beiore CoronerKick hurt.
l-ater in the day T)r. Marsh made nn snfopsy on

the body, bnt lonnd no marks 01 vloicnce except
a clot of blood at the base of ibe ram, showing
trial deatn resulted from compression of the
brain, csuae l by a fall or violence of some kind.
Coroner KickuofT empanelled a Jury and adjournedthe ease until some oay next.
Hum- mates that McMiih n came Into his place

late at nltrht very drunk and wanted some liquor,
wmoh w»s rein >ed. McMauon wan Insulting and
abusive, wnen the prisoner took him bv the eolmr
and led him out 01 ibe door. M< Ma lion wan not
pushed, neither did he tail at that time. Burns
said he then closed his place for the nn/ht, wnen
dereised kicked at the dour and fell, alter whirh
he whs taken up stairs by ins wi:« and oilier
gWUd*.
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THE COURTS.
Making the City Plaintiff in

the Ring Suits.

A. CRIMINAL PUZZLE.

Oonviction for a Crime HavingNo Penalty.

CANCELLING A CONTRACT.

Several Burglars Convicted and
Sentenced.

Karl .Tnnson was yesterday brought before the
Jutted states Corn int. Kioner on a obarge o( havngsmuggled, or Uavlng la ins possession, a quanltyof smuggled jewelry. The particulars of the
irrest or the accused were only gone Into, and
he further examination aet down for Monday
text.
The New York State Loan and Trust Company

iAve commenced suit In the Supreme Court
LffHinat the Crook county National Bank, of Ohlago,to reoover $54,450 83. As one of the prelim,
nary steps m the prosecntton application was
nude yesterday to Judge Brady for an attachment
gamut the property of the latter bank in tnls
Hate, which application was granted.

THE RING CIVIL SUITS.
Soreral ilajB since motion was made In Supreme

,'ourt. Chambers, before JU'lge Donohue, to make
he city, instead of the Board of Supervisors,
»lalntiir in tue suit brought against William M.
rweod to recover sii ooo.ooo. alleged to have been
raudulently obtained by him from the city trcaslryIn connection with the building of the new
;oui t Ilouso. Judge Donotiue gave nis decision
n the ease yester<iav, graniiuu the motion, but
nipulating as a condition that the city pay the
josts incurred by Mr. Tweed up to the present
,ime.
A slmil.ir motion to the above was also made at

ibout the same time in the civil suit bronirht to
ccover $>,491,144 28 from James II. Ingersoll.
nrhioh he ts alleged, as one or the parties !u the
Jourt House Rlnir. to have wronartnily aosiraciea
torn the city exchequer. This motion was also
;rame yesterday bv Judge Donotiue, but another
notion to s nd the case before a referee lor eliminationw.b denied.

LETTING WELL ENOUGH ALONE.
Owen Reilly was veceutly convicted la the Gen*

>rai Sessions lor an attempt to commit arson In
;he first degree, In setting Are, during the n<g'nt
ilrae, to tne residence of Henry Sheltiug. He was
sentenced to one year's Imprisonment and to pay
i flue of $260. An appeal was taken Irom this
t dement to tae Supreme Court, General Term,
where the case came up lor argument yesterday
Homing, Judgos Davis, Daniels and Brady on the
jench. i'lie result was a* novel as It was unexpected.The question that came up for argument
iras simply" whether in the present condition of
jnr statutes there Is auy such offouce as an at-
tempt to commit arson In the first degree punishablei>v our laws. Mr. Win. p. Howe appeared
lor the appellant and District Attorney l'bclps in
)pp09rtK>n.
Mr. 1 helps, to opening his airument, cited the

penalties attaching t arspn, rne original penally
in the revised statutes being death, then by an
net of 18(30 this being chained to imprisonment
lor lire aud then in I6ti2 the punishment being
ligiiiu cnanged to imprisonment n>r not H'us tnaii
ten years, and tills attain by an act of Mav, 1873,
being once more changed to imprisonment lor
luc. Next be showed how the statutes regardedattempts to commit arson, lhat the
Le -Islature intended that one ol th3 most serious
crimen known to the Uw should t«e committed
wlin utter impunity, or nearh bo, was not to be
presumed, uu ess the laneuage the; Imve employedplainly and unmistakably demands that Interpretation.A palpable failure ol justice was of
course, 110 urouini lor construing a statute against
the il ImebdaiMt or us lauguuge, but it Is
surel) an argument wnich courts may heed where
the construction Is doubtful. A« iar as he had
been able to discover, alter a careiui investigation,
iieitner the precise question presented to tdo
Court, nor one very similar to 11, <iad ever been
ad;udicated. Taking as his guide the settled
doctrines ol tne law in relation to reports by imjHicition lie saw no ground lor reversal or the
judgment.

Mr. Howe said that the plaintiff In error wne indictedtor arson la tne drst degree, the punishmentror which is imprisonment in otute I'riaon
lor Hie and no less. Tne conviction was lor "an
attempt to commit arson in the flrst degree," lor
which ibere Is now no punishment on tne statute
book. But Judge Sutherland, although the
offence oi which i lie prisoner was convicted was
clearly a lelony, sentenced him to one year's imprisonmentin the Penitentiary. Alter alluding to
the statutes in reference to arson and showing
that by the act of 1873 the penalty lor arson in the
flrst degree is "Imprisonment lor luc in state
Prison," and that the convicuou of au attempt
to commit any crime carries with it a penalty
"not exceeding one-bali tun longest term or imprisonmentprescribed u; on a conviction tor the
offence so attempted," he went on to say that the
t>-rin ol imprisonment lor arson, flrst degree, is
life. What is hall a liietune f Can courts or
Legislatures roreteil the d. rat on ol human lire?
Can Unite man determine or measure out "hall a
llietimer" Who shall say, then, that the sentenceoi one year is not in "excess' or natr a lifetime)'"We know noi. the day or the hour oi our
departure," proclaims the Scripture. Hence, a »en
tence oi five years or live days or live hours may
be in excess ol "hall a lifetime." The Legislature,then, has left no punishment lor "an attempt
to commit arson in the first degree." Therefore
Judire Sutherland's sentence was erroneous and
the prUoner should be discharged, because no pun-
inhment can ue leg.illy inflicted lor the oflenoe of
wtilcli the plaintiff in error was found guilty.
Judge Davis said that it was a grave question In

his mind whetuer, as the li>w stands to-day by
reason of the act ol 1873, the appellant was not
liable to imprisonment in State Prison ior five
yeais instead oi one year in the Penitentiary. Of
course the Court at present would express no decidei opinion upon the construction to be given
to the statute. It was a point upon wnich the
Court had desired to hear the District Attorney,
and tne case having been fully presented, and
being a very peculiar one, showing the evils of
has:y legislation, it ougiu to receive due attention.
Mr. liowe said that, with great deference after

what had lailen irom tne lips of the Court, he
should respectiu:iy ask that tne appeal be wita-
drawn.
Judge Davis (smiling).The appeal cannot be

withdrawn, bur, tne Judgment oi the Court beluw
can be affirmed.
Mr. Howe.inasmacn as me lnstnot Attorney

tins been so universally kind to mu, I now ukk
that this Court affirm (be judgment 01 tuo Court
below. (Laughter.)
Mr. Phelps (b.andiy smiling). I would like to

take this case to the Court of Appeals.
Judge Davis (pleasantly) You cannot sue oat ft

writ o error lor judgment In your own favor.
Mr. Phelps.Tbls is the first c.i.-e in wbioh tbe

plaintifT in error has asiied lor affirmation or judgmentand tne District Attorney has opposed it.
Tti« proceeding* terminated by affirming tbe

Judgment.
CANCELLATION OP A CONTRACT.
An important decision was rendered yesterday

by Judge Van Brant in the special term of tbe
Supreme Court in an action to cancel a contract.
It appears that a contract was enterod Into betweenSeiU, tne plaintiff <n tins action, aDd tbe
deiendani, bmithson, by wblcli Heltjs agreed to
deliver to binitbson a large n umber of engravings
Of "Lauy Washington's Reception," and as an
indemnity and guarantee to Hmlihson for the performanceof H.<itz's part of tb* contract It was
stlpa<atfd that the plate rrom which tbe engravingswero to i>e mnoe should be b< i<l br one Gordonas trustee, the p>ate being already lu Gordon'spossession and pledged to him by Seitg as
securu> tor au existing indebtedness. Hmiitioon
being In default of his second payment under
tlie contract nevertheless obtained Irom
time to rime from the trustee, who was
also the manager for botb parties under
the contract, a nu nclty of the engravings, for
wuicti he paid on delivery about (l.4<<o He iiad also
made'lie lirst and third payments due under the
Contract, amounting to $3,0.*), but lading to make
» payment oi $2,600 lu the manner provided by
the con'rort the supply or engravings on the part
or seltz ceased. tieitz now desiring to discharge
bis indebtedness to Gordon and obtain possession
or the plate he bad pledge I, tendered the amount
due Gordon, wnu refused to surrender trie propertyuntil the contract was cancelled, ulieRlng
that Smitheon uad notified htm that; lie would hold
biru responsible if le did. This suit was accordinglybrought to cancel tbe contract and release
Gordon from his trust, so that he mirht surrender
the property pledged to iilm on pftyment of his
ci.iltn. the contract contained a clause providing
tor aibiliation in case oi dispute oetween tne parties.I tie defence admitted ail the fact*, but
claimee that the $3,two paid by dolondint to
p ain'iff siionld be reiunded or its value in entrraviDlahed to MBBithaofl na a condition f-*r
cancellation of the contract. A motion to dismissth nipl.ilut wa.s uude on th'S ground and.
on tin. irround ttiat ibu Cuuri bad ii j jml.iJlction.

SUPPLEMENT.
u the proptr remeoy vu fey arbitration mid
the contract Ttie motion was denied. toe ease
tried on Its merits and a judgment rendered for
plaiutifT cancelling the contract.

riinan, Remington and Porter lor plaintiff and
William 9. FUppln (or deiendant.

SUPREME OOUET.GENERAL TERM.
WB1T Or BBBOB IN A FELONIOUS ASSAULT CASK.

Before Judges Davis, Brady and Daniels.
Frederlok Ever*, indicted for an assault with

Intent to kill James Curran, In April last, was

tried at the last Ootober term of the Oonrt of
General Sessions, b«tore Recorder Hackett, conrlctedol an assault with a dangerous weapon,
witn intent lo do boally harm, and sentenced tor
three years to htate Prison. A writ of error
wan obtained by Win. P. Howe, the prisoner's
counsel, and tiie case on this writ argued
vfl.tor.Ui' in r.hA SnnrAinA Pnnrt flanum 1 Tprm.
Counsel made a lenirthy and forolble argumcut,
contending, first, that a Qortlon of the evidence
was Irrelevant to the issue; that the Court erred
lu allowing a certain witness to give testimony;
that manifestly Illegal questions were put to
another witness, and that curtain portions of the
cross examination of the accused were Improperly
admitted. Abundant reasons, he contended, existedwhy the judgment should be reversed and a
new trial ordered. Mr, I'helps answered these
various points and tnen the court took the papers.

SUPREME COURT.CIRCUIT.PART 2.
verdict of si* cents damages.

Before Judge Van Vorst.
The snlt or Cowles vs. Watson et at., which has

been on trial for the past thr«* davg in this court,
reaohad a verdict yesterday. It grew out of the
purchase ot shares in an oil company, and the

Slaintltf, thinking hhuseif an injured party,
ruuyht suit tor $10,(M) damages. The jury gar*

him six cents.

DECISIONS.
butreme court.chambers.

Bv Judge Donohue.
Martin vs. Mcliityro; in tne matter of McConnetl;Clark vs. Wilson; Smith vs. Denton..

Granted.
Ryckman, Jr., vs. Marks; Farmer vs. Ascher-

ton..Motions granted.
Shardion vs. Buck; scherraerhorn va. Schermerhorn..Memorandum.
Listman vs. Blant..Motion denied.
Kirsted vs. O. and A. Railroad Company et a!..

Motion dented; memorandum.
Molr vh. Molr..Deorce ol divorce granted to the

plaintiff.
Board or Supervisors vs. Ingersoll..Motion

denied, without costs.
Same vs. Tweed..Motion granted on payment
Browning vs. Rollwagner..Reference ordered.

SUPERIOB COURT.SPECIAL TEBM.

By Judgo Frecdman.
Do vie et al. vs. Lo d. Jr., et ai..Case and exceptionssettled and ordored on HI*. <

By Judge sedgwick.
Howland vs. smith et al..order settled.

By chlei Justice MonelL
Bertrand vs. Carl..Findings settled.

COMMON PLEAS.SPECIAL TERM.
By Judge J. F. Daly.

Tlnfcernaur vs. Stevens..Motion denied, with
leave <m tnc merits on payment ol $10 costs.

Masur.v vs. Masury..IhiB Court Has no Jurisdictionof defeodaut; lie does not reside In this cit*,
nor was be served wltti su ..mons thereon. Tuis
being an action lor divorce.
Tnornton vs. Loedel..Reference ordered to take

prool as to alleged representations and falsity
thereof.

SURROGATE'S COURT.
AN ESTATE FOB WHICH TWO FAMILIES ARE

CONTESTING.

[Bcrore Surrogate Hatchings.]
James Hardwick, a resident of Morrfsanla, died

a few weeks ago, leaving an estate valued at
$15,090, which, by a will executed some time beforebis dca h, he divided equally between his
two sons, James A. Hardwiok and Henry
H. Hardwick, wnom be appointed bis executors,
and nis daughter, Mrs. Mary Anna Wright.
His widow. Elizabeth, was to have a lire-
Interest, and 11 any of tne property was disposedof, to have a third ot the proceeds. Tne
will was witnessed by Judge Glfforu, ol \iorrisania,
and John A. Henry, and was lo due time offered
for probate by the executors and widow in the
Surrogate's office. A notice ol contest was served
by a woman calling herself Susanna Snarl, who
claims to oe tiie rtglifui widow of James Snarl,
gliss James Hurawick, tne deceased, and her son,
James C. Snari, alias Hardwick, who claims to be
the only heir 01 the deceased, it is a case ol two
distlnot lamilies, lormed, as is alleged, ov one man
under two different names, and some curious
domestic developments are expected. Mrs.
Wright, the daughter recognized in the will, re.
sides in Rome. M. Y., and James A. Hardwick, oue
or the recognized gjns and executors, resides in
Cnlcago.
COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS.

Before Recorder Hackett.
HE.VVY SENTENCE FOB BUBQLABT.

In the Court of Qeneial Sessions yesterday,
before Recorder Hackett, tne trial ol Henry Porter,
charged with acting in concert with two men who
burglariously entered tne dwelling honse of William3. Hicks, No. 323 w< st Flity-flrst street, on
tne night or the 1st of August, occupied most of
the session. The honse was unoccupied at the
time oi the burglary, Mr. Hicks and his family
being in the couDtrr. One oi the burglars, named
Norton, was arrested bv the officers almost in
the act. Tne oniy direct evidence against
the prisoner was ilie poss ssion of a coat when he
was arrested on the 30th of August, which was
positively identified by the son of Mr. Hicks. It
was also shown thai Porter was the associate of
Norton and unoiher man charged with the perpetrationof this offence. The prisoner called a womanwho resides at Greenpolut, an aunt of his,
who swore that on the 1st of August Porter
boarded at lu rhou-eani remained ludoors that
morning. A young man named Thompson testifiedthat he was with Porter and Ills brother when
he bought a coat similar to the one shown in court
from a man for twenty shillings. The jury ren-
dered a verdict of guilty of ourgiary in the second
degree. The Recorder, in passing sentence, said
that be was iniormed that Porter had served a
term in ine mate rrison, ana tnai nis associates
were among tbc worst class in tbe city uf New
York, lie was sent to tho State Prison lor ten
years.

A row in tti* fith points.
Minnie Mitchell, who was cbargod with striking

a ne^ro, named Jacob Williams, on tbe head and
shoulders with an axe, on tbe 14th of January, at
the Five Points, wa^ convicted of assault and battery.She admitted that she struck Williams with
a shovel. His Honor remarked that tbe verdict
was an extraordinary one. The woman, who lived
in one or tne vilest dens in Baxter street, was
sent to the Penitentiary lor one year.

cabpet-baooeb.
John Thomas, a ooloied man, who was caught In

the act or attempting to steal a carpet-ba^ from
an express wagon, in sixth avenne, on the 34th of
December, was convicted 01 petit larceny. He
wai sentenced to the Penitentiary for six months.

BTTKOT.AaS SENTENCED.
Late in the afternoon John Boardman and

Thomas Norton, who pleaded guilty to burglary In
tho third degree, were brought to the bar and
sentenced to tbe state Prison for Ave years.

an acquittal.
Robert nobertson, a respectable-looking man,

was pot on trial, charged wltli stealing $5 from
William Tlerney, on Christmas Bve, In tbe Twenty*
tbtrd ward, snortly after tbc case was commenced
District Attorney Russell abandoned It, and accordingto tne direction oi His Honor the Jury returneda verdlot ol not guilty.
John Boyle and Henrv Williams pleaded guilty

to an indictment cnargiug them witn stealing, on
the lttt.i of December, boots and gaiters valued at
tea, tho property oi Eiward McNeill. Both were
sent to tne State Prison tor three years.

petit larcenies,
Jonn Johnston, wbo was charged wltn stealing

eighteen dozen combs on the 15tb Inst, irom Julius
Schween, pleaded guilty to petit larceny. A similarplea was accepted from Patrick Rape, who
was indicted for stealing a can of oil worth $3ft,
the property ot John M. Cbrlstleld. Micbaei Kelly,
who, on tbe lith of January, stole a bundle of
hides wor h $30, the property of Mailory k Spier,
pleaded anlnv to the name grade of larceny.

Tiiesc three prisoners were sent to tbe Penitentiarylor six months.

ESSEX MARKET POLICE COURT.
Before Judge Murray.

A QUABBEMOMB FAMILY.
Jeremiah Cronln, of No. 640 Water street, and

John Cronln, his son, were arraigned before Judge
Murray yesterday on a charge or assault and battery,preferred by Officer Mlcnael Gorman, of the
Thirteenth precinct. About eight o'clock Thurs-
day Jonn Cronln was driving nis truck through
Water street, near his home. He was
then so grossly intoxicated that officer Gorman
thought ft necessary to arrest him. As soon as
Officer Oorman irot on the truck Jeromiari uronln,the latner or jotin, ran out rrom his house and
atiacked tne officer with a pitcbiork, and tho son
also joined in ine us*mil. Bold lather and son,however, were taken into custody, and Jud«oMurrar yesterday heid them in $i,oou bail each to
answer.

thb hottbton htbf.et bubolabt.
On the night or the loth or January the boot and

shoo store of Davis Marks, No. 451 East Houston
street, was burglariously entered and twelve
uairs ol ositers, valued at *70, ireru stolen. OiH

mr O'Connor, or the Feventh pwelno', art Mt«!
a young man, narmd John McOnrciv. TMte daywitft a pair or ealtun on tiira wiilch wero rifledby Mr. Marks* oa par* 01 tho sto>n i>io >e rj.
Judge Murray Held ihe prlaoner in $2,003 ball to
answer.

COUBT OF AiTEALS.
Albany, J n. 22. 1S7>.

TDe following proceedings took p aco to-day:.
No. 34>i. Toe Manufa turer.' Na'l na imi;, s,

Troy, et al., re<*pou< e m, va. M.»r» K, Cox, ..<11111 i
istratrix, Ac., appellants; a>uu-<l i.m l{. a Partuemer,or conimel lor aiipeliant, and t»y Irving
Brown;(or respondents.
No. 5 7. The Tradesman's Natloua! Bank, 01 N-w

fork. vs. Bernard McPeeley, et ai. exocp.tors, Ac.,
api ellanta. Pas-ed.
No. 59. John H. Boynton, et al., reui.oiu'euts, vs.

John Andrews, appellant. Passed.
No. 61. Joseph Kutheriord, appellant, V3. David

Aiken, respondent. Pas.se I.
No. 61. John L. brown, appellant, vs Tiie MaTor,

4c., respondents. 1'a-sed.
No. 02. diaries R. Uorharn, appellants. vs. The

Trustees oi the Village oi Coopersto ,vn, respondents.Aigued.
No. fi3. Lncinrta Harrows, respondent, vs. The

Erie Railway Company, appellant. Pa sort.
No. 64. Zina W. Alexander, respondeat, vs.

Au-tln M. liord and others, appelinis. Passed.
No. 66. The town ol Venice, uppei am, vs. LymnnMurdock, respondent (two case-). Passed.
No. 66. Maria Louisa Ciark, respondent, vs. The

New Yoik LUe lu.-urauce and Trust Compauy andothes, appellants. I'uased.
No. 67. William A. Macv. Jr., and another, appeN

lants, vs. Tnouias Neisori and others, respondents.
Passed,
No. 7a George 11. Tompkins, respondent, vs.

Henry M. Lee, appellant.
No. 71. The People, 4c., respondents, vs. BbenezerPennock, impleaded, 4c., appellant. Passed.
No. 75, Lewis Bush, respondent, vs. Tne West*

Chester Insurance Company, appellant. Passed.
No. 76. Welcome W. Jones ana another, appellants,vs. Lucretia P. Walker, respondent. Passed.
The Court aulourned to Monday, 26th lust., at

ten o'clock A. m.
At a term oi the Conrt of Appeals, held at the

Capitol, In the citr of Albany, on the ttd day of
January, 1875, the lollowiug rule was adopted:.
Ordered, that Rule No. 21 De amended by adding the

lolluwlnit"'A huu any cause ."hill be regularly o»lie<l
for arKument, and no othor disiMisitinn shall be made
thereof, the appeal shall bo dismissed, without costs."
Ana an oTder shall be entered accordingly,

which shall be absolute, unless upon application
madf and good cause snown. Up n notice to the
opposite party wutiiu ten days aiter the Court is
in session, anu not on tho first motion day ol th«
next meeting, the Court saall revoke said order
and restore said appeul.

CALENDAR.
Calendar for Monday, Jauuary 25..Nos. 70, 83,

B4, ss, &a, as, s», oo, oi, 92, ea and 04.

UNITED STATES SUPREME OOUBT.
Washington, Jan. 21, 1876.

No. 145. Bjrne vs. Burgess.Error to the Circuitcourt lor the Eastern District or Pennsylvania..Tillsis another case involving the question
of the duty of the assessor to estimate the pro*
duclng capacity-oi tne distillery, in the present

IUV y uu UV/11I(J TT CM) QBMUI«IVU *|

l,e02H gallons of whiskey lrom 475 bushels or oorn,
or taree and a half gallons from each bushel. TU6
amount 01 spirits returned by the plaintiff in error
ior the month la suit was 40,75« gallons, a little
above oignty per oent of the estimated o.ipaoitj of
the distillery, but ine amount 01 mash to be accountedlor, represented at forty-live gallon* to
each bushel ot grain, l3,5tfl% bushels, and ttua at
the estimated producing capacity ol tae distillery,
of tnree and a hall gallons to each busuei, made
47,071 gallons an the amount uutualiy produced,
'i'lits was tiie amount ior wuict. the tax was ex*
acted, and It is nere claimed tuat the tax should
have been on the amouut returned. Tne judgment
asser.ed that there was no evidence on tne tnal
that the amouut taxed was uoi tne amount aotuallyproduced. It is also saia there was no appeal
to the Commissioner, a« provi ind by law. The decisionwill probabiy rest on that in a former case
decided lor the government., o. H. Hill lor Uie
government.
No. 148. National nauk of Commerce of Boston

vs. Merchants' National Bank of Memphis.Erroj
to the Circuit Court Ior Massachusetts..'This aotlonwas brought by the Merchants' National Bank
against the plaintiff in error for alleged negligencein surrendering three railroad receipts 01
bills ol lading attached to three dralis><two at
thirty days and one at sight.which were sent to
kuuui iui v/uiictbiuu uj iuc uictivfiutibttu iiauuuai

Bank or New York, and which railroad receipts of
bills of lading tue plaintiff In error surrendered to
the drawers named m tue draits upon tiieir au*
ceptance of tliein. The draits were discounted by
the de endani in error at Memphis before accept*
ance, and at tue tune or discount the railroad receiptswere attached to the droits, and delivered
to the defendant in error, and were lorwardod to
ttie New Yurie bank lor collection. Tne draits
were drawn against eei tain cotton named la the
receipts, nud tue plaintiff In ei ror bad no mformaIon that the drafts bad ever been negotiated
br the drawers, and had no instructions
wnether to surrender the reoeipis upon accept*
ance or tu Jiold thorn until the pouient »f the
draas. The plaintiff In error nad received
through the Ne<v Vork bank money draits on the
same parties accompanied by such receipts whi<*li
they bad always surrendered on acceptance exceptIn one instance, when they bad soeclal Instructions to hold the receipts until the drafts
were paid. The trial resulted in a verdict /or the
plaintid below, tue Court reiusing to distract the
lury tnat It was tii<* duty o> the de enduuia to surlenderthe bills oi ladiu/ upon acceptance of the
dra ts, aud that thuv were not bouud to hold them
lor payuiont. This refusal is assigned as error,
nnd It is insisted that in the aosencc of any in*
structious the plaintiff in error was warranted in
tlii> in.eronce fat trie bills were annexed to tue
draits to seed their acceptance, and were to be
surrender* I thereuoon. an I that inoreiore they
are not/iable to an action tor the surrender. 11.
W. I'u/ne aud U. c. Hatonlns far plaintiff m error;
W. O. Kussell lor delendanl.
No- 149. Smith vs. Nichols.Appeal (torn the CircuitCourt for Massachusetts..The appellant

sought by this action to protect a patent for a
fabric composed or elastic or India rubber cords,
covered top and bottom by flbroui filling threads,
interwovoa with fluroas warp threads between
the rubber corns. The patent Is claimed to oover
ail sucd latmcs. The case was decided adversely
to the patent below, on the ground that the :abrlo
elaimed was known to commeroe some years ofloretie date or the patent. Tne patent was obtainedin 1840, and It was alleged that labrios
Idcr.tical with that covered oy it were made in this
country and Imported irom Europe as early a*
I9i6. The case comes bere irom this decision, and
l» is contended that certain disclaimers fliea subsequentto the patent limit tne invention to at
latiric which was not hitherto known; bnt the appelleeclaims that the case m to be determined by
the original patent, without reference to me disclaimers.0. Mason lor appellant; Glfford t
Dean lor appellee.

THE CUSTOM HOUSE.

Collector Arthar remained in Washington ye*
terday, and there were consequently no new developmentsin the recent smuggling cases. SurveyorSharpe and Assistant Collector Wdeckei
were in consultation, and It was supposed that
npon the collector's return the seal or secrecy
would be removed irom the lips of those official*
who nold the names of tne firms implicated in th6
recent frauds. One or tbo prominent gentlemen
connected with the department yesterday told
the Hebald representative mat he thought all
the parties to the late irauds jrere known, and ft
vigorous overhauling of tneir transactions, past
and oresent. would take piaoe, but that he was
unaer Instructions to revoal do names an til cpllectorArthur should authorize it. It la to be
hoped, no* tnat the interests 01 justice oannot be
sn»served by secrecy, tnat the Dames of dlshoneai
parties to frauds against the rerenue WU1 be
promptly revealed.

POST OFFICE AFFAIRS.

IMPORTANT NOTICB TO MERCHANTS.A. HUISAlfCg
TO BB ABATES AT fJTATIOlf D.

Yesterday was a busy day at the Post Offloe.
The steamers Russia and Silesia arrived and en>
tailed double duty on tho clerks for distribution ol
the retarded malls; the Silesia, having left Havre
on the lotn, made a good passage for tbis tempestuousseason. To see the nimble handa assorting
the foreign mails would convince one of an extrft
intelligence almost amounting to a sixth seuse,
The steamship City or New York (Toman line) li
now the only ship overdue, and tne Kusaia repnrta
that she passed ner three dats since, making her
way slowly to tnis port, so tnat her arrival may b«
looKed Tor at any moment. At this season delay
In tne transatlantic malls la a thing of tonrsft
and occasions no surprise among the Poat Omen
officials. The following

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCKMKNT TO MRRCTTANT3
Is made bv authority of the Assistant Postmaster
Mr. I'earsail, and noiiou'it the suggestions thereto
contained will be gratefully received by all those
having correspondence with the State* indicated:.

3Atnuar M, IWs.
Pnder present srrsnRementt there Is a considerablyadvantage In sending mall mutter to Bt. Louis. Mo., hithe uarly afternoon mail closing at tliu New York Port

Office ut four l' M an it Is now due at St. Loafs at fifteen
minutes past seven A. M. on the second day, instead ol
at mtcen minuter past one P. M.. as formerly. Thlsalwt
effects a great gain In time for tho greater part of Mls<
sourl. Kan-tan. rasas and Indian Territory. The mall
for Ht. l-ouls, closing in the New York Host office at *1^
I" M. and seat via New York Central and Hudson Rlvcl
Railroad or Krle Railroad, is not dun at 81 t.ouU until
ten inlnutos past tire P. M. ot tlie second day.
Merchants, therefora, will paroelva tho advan.

tage of hastening their deposits in the Post office
by a couple of hours and tnua aeenre the material
advantaae indicated above.
There arc some rloh developments in store rot
caudal mongers, and especially lor the Mooiety
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